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An update from NSW

Puglian prowess from Paolo Leo
A recent buying trip to Paolo Leo with a mission to 
really reflect Puglia’s diversity led to a range revamp. 

The new Pianerosse range represents great value 
yet with unusual native varietals like Nero di Troia, 
Susumaniello and Verdeca, it is anything but run of 
the mill. 

Rich, smooth, and velvety Mora Mora is made with 
Malvasia Nera, a grape considered one of Puglia’s 
great native varietals. Head of Independents Tim 
Carlisle wouldn’t leave Paolo Leo without adding 
Orfeo Negroamaro. Multi award-winning Salentino 
Negroamaro made from 50-year-old bush vines. Need 
we say more. 

The rise of Galicia
Galicia is tucked in the Northwest of Spain. It is 
known as Green Spain due to it verdant countryside 
thanks to the Atlantic climate and a good deal of rain. 
Rias Baixas is the principal DO, which has grown 
immensely since it was first established in 1988. Sales 
are dominated by Albariño, but the region is also home 
to the little known and difficult to grow Caiño Blanco.

Alongside producing fabulous Albariño, our new 
Galician producer Viña Almirante is one of only a 

handful who are brave enough to take on Caiño 
Blanco as a single varietal wine. It’s a wine that 
really got the team excited. The grape’s relationship 
to Albariño, both genetic and geographic, is evident, 
but it has a distinct character. The weight, texture and 
fleshiness of the wine really stood out. 

The fruits of Friuli
A recent acquisition by Villa Sandi, Borgo Conventi 
Tenuta is a 30-hectare estate of prime vineyards 
which straddle Collio and Isonzo in the heart of the 
Friuli region. The DOC is known for producing complex 
and aromatic white wines which exhibit Slavic, 
Germanic and Italian traits. We’re bringing in three 
whites – Ribolla Gialla, Pinot Grigio and Friulano, 
and also a red - Refosco dal Peduncolo Rosso. 

Crémant de la creme
The sparkling wine category may be dominated by 
Champagne and Prosecco, but there is an exciting 
space between these two behemoths. Crémant offers 
traditional method without the price tag and is enjoying 
a renaissance. This is particularly true of Crémant de 
Loire which is showing an increase in sales to the UK 
of 39.4% in 2022, according to National Federation of 
Crémant Producers.

Maison Louis de Grenelle is the last independent 
and family run Maison in Saumur. Established in 1859 
and now owned and run by the daughter of visionary 
winemaker Hubert Bobet, this is a majestic estate 
surrounded by 40 hectares of sustainably farmed 
vines. However, the real magic lies below ground, 
where the wines mature in a complex network of 
cellars cut into the tuffeau.

We’re delighted to be bringing 5 wines into the range: 
Platine Brut, Perle Brut Rosé, Cuvée Louis Bio 
Brut, Cuvée Louis Bio Brut Rosé and Brut Vintage.

The bees knees
Following the recent launches of Organic Tempranillo 
and Verdejo Sauvignon we have added an Melea Old 
Vines Monstrell to the range. Like all Melea wines, it’s 
organic, vegan and supports bee conservation through 
it’s 1% for the Planet. This is made from Monastrell 
grapes grown at 380-780m above sea level, fermented 
with natural yeast and minimal intervention.

Contact your account manager to enquire 
about any of our new ranges. 

CREAM OF THE CROP:  
NEW AUTUMN LAUNCHES 

For many, Autumn still gives us the back-to-school feeling, it’s a time of fresh starts 
and resets. For us, it marks the launch of several new producers and ranges to our 

independent portfolio which we hope will delight you as much as they do us.



60 seconds with  
Nicolas Rezzouk, the 
award-winning wine 
buyer for Reserve Wines
How long have you worked with wine?

I started at Reserve in 2014 as a Wine Advisor, 
leaving another career behind. Over the 
following 9 years I worked across the growing 
business, taking the buying role as Covid hit! 

You recently joined us on a trip to Cosme 
Palacio, what were your impressions of the 
region and winery?

Rioja had previously eluded me, be it 
stylistically or from a knowledge point of view. 
The place grabbed me instantly. From the 
warmth of our welcome at the winery to the 

quality of the wines and the breathtakingly 
dramatic landscape, which peaked with a 
lightning show as we dined in the old cellars. 

What was the most exciting discovery or 
highlight from the trip?

Witnessing the genuine passion and 
commitment of the winery team to continuously 
look for ways to maintain and improve their 
land, practices, and relationship with their 
community. This is when I really got on board 
with the whole project. The electric bike trips 
around the vineyards to get a deep sense of 
the place sealed the deal for me. 

If you could sum up Laguardia in 3 words, 
what would they be?

Historic, Authentic, Character.

What other ranges from our portfolio 
particularly stand out to you as a buyer?

NSW’s early foray and efforts in the No & Low 
category really helped cement our ongoing 
relationship. I also have a thing for South Africa 
and am a particular fan of KWV The Mentors 
and Painted Wolf.

Join the conversation 
#SustainabilitymattersSustainability mattersSustainability matters

Entrecanales Domecq 
e Hijos has been 
recognised as the food 
and drink company with 
the best sustainable 
practices in Spain through 
The Sustainability 
Awards, organised by 
Forbes and Credit Suisse.

Sustainability snippets from suppliers 
Did you know?

Provence producer Mirabeau 
has been certified B Corp. In 
doing so, they are joining over 
1,500 UK businesses with the 
certification. Just like us! 

To preserve water usage in their semi-arid 
vineyards in Mendoza, Doña Paula use 
satellite imagery to calculate how much leaf 
is exposed, which when cross referenced 
with the weather forecasts can calculate the 
evaporation of plants to determine how much 
irrigation is needed. This has contributed to a 
50% reduction in water usage.

Meanwhile across the Andes, MontGras have 
reduced water usage by 75%, compared to an 
industry average of 19%. With just a quarter of the 
average rainfall in 2022 (100mm versus 400mm) 
MontGras has begun using irrigation in the dry winters 
to simulate the amount of water the vines need during 
the rest of the year. They’ve also moved from flat 
irrigation to tech irrigation meaning a saving of 80% 
as well as working with smaller canopies, meaning 
shorter shoots and less leaf coverage to reduce 
evaporation, ultimately leading to less water usage 
from the soil.

Villa Sandi joins Santa 
Tresa, Paolo Leo with 
Equalitas certification. To 
be certified Equalitas, which 
is Italy’s leading sustainability 
certification, businesses are 
evaluated on their 
efforts to improve 
their environmental, 
social, and 
economic impact.
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12 Wines of Christmas
Twelve is a magic number for wine merchants and yuletide enthusiasts 
alike. Perhaps the famous carol had a bearing on the size of a traditional 
9L case? We could debate that till the partridges come home, but we’d 
rather choose some wines to fill said case for the festive run-in.

North South joins  
I% for the Planet 

To start, three French gems. Louis de Grenelle’s Brut Vintage is the perfect opening gambit. This 
classy Crémant oozes sophistication with bright acidity, creamy mousse and indulgent stewed apple 
and beeswax characters. Champagne Mandois’ Pinot Noir-dominant Rosé Grande Réserve shouts “à 
table” with its vinous, gastronomic style. Bordeaux Blanc should be on your Christmas list and Château 
Bonnet Blanc Réserve is just the ticket; aromatic, ripe, fleshy, and long lasting.

Impress guests with Cosme Palacio’s 1894 Blanco, a top-drawer Rioja full of exotic fruit, floral 
notes, mineral flecks, and beguiling spice. Treat yourself to Tohu’s Whenua Awa Chardonnay, this 
seamless single vineyard expression is full of juicy ripe stone fruit with soft nutty, smoky undertones. 
Cortese’s Vanedda Bianco adds some Sicilian spice. This Grillo – Catarratto blend spends two 
days on skins and 7 months in oak botti creating a layered, textural treat. 

Metz Road Pinot Noir emerges from the morning fog of Monterey with a silky flourish of cranberry 
and cherry fruit. Recommend MontGras’ Handcrafted Cinsault from Itata Valley to the curious 
customer. Celebrated winemaker, Alberto Antonini, uses stems, native yeasts, and stainless steel 
in fermentation to create a poised, perfumed wine that’s crying out for Boxing Day cold cuts.

Seeking deeper tones from higher plains, try Doña Paula’s Altitude Series 1100, a mesmeric 
blend of Malbec, Syrah and Cabernet Sauvignon with lifted floral aromas and velvety palate. 
Chioccioli’s Altore is a statement of intent. Wheel out a bottle of KWV The Mentors 
Orchestra with the cheese board. The black cherry and cassis characters of this Bordeaux-
inspired blend will take the stilton to new levels of enjoyment. 

Sweet talk customers with Cantina di Negrar’s Recioto della Valpolicella. The grapes 
spend 120 days a-drying to reach their signature figgy, raisined intensity. De Bortoli  
Old Boys 21YO Tawny makes a persuasive case for the final spot with a panoply  
of nutty, rancio, dried fruit flavours. Plus, it’s got more than a few gold rings!

We’re delighted to have teamed up 
with 1% for the Planet on our own 
branded wines to help accelerate smart 
environmental giving and invest in the 
future of our planet. 

What is 1% for the Planet?
1% for the Planet is a global network with 
thousands of businesses and environmental 
organizations working together to support people 
and the planet. Businesses donate 1% of their 
annual sales to environmental causes. Donations 

from sales of our own brand wines will go to Trees 
for Cities, which is the only UK charity working at 
a national and international scale to improve lives 
by planting trees in cities. To date they’ve planted 
over 1.5m trees. 

Which wines will be 1% for the Planet?
In October we are launching our 1% for the 
Planet pledge on our UK bottled line New Zealand 
Sauvignon Blanc Roundstone. Other wines will 
follow, such as Argentinian Malbecs Camarada 
and El Companero, and customer/regional 
exclusives of these two varietals.

Join the conversation 
#SustainabilitymattersSustainability matters
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What.ten.words
 1     Cosme Palacio Reserva White –

Intense fruit with well integrated oak, 
slightly oxidative and nutty.

 2     Pianerosse Verdeca – New to
the list – ripe, fresh, elegant with 
beautiful structure. 

 3     KWV Mentors Grenache Blanc –
Searing acidity, Riesling tendencies, 
minerality, lime, white peach, just 
delicious.  

 4     De Bortoli La Boheme Interlude
Pinot Noir – Soft red fruits, violets, 
spice and texture. Serious, but 
smashable. 

 5     De Bortoli Black Noble – Sticky
Toffee Pudding in liquid form. Rich, 
indulgent, moreish, different. 

 6     Vallformosa Blue Fin Cava
– Serious gastronomic cava.
Concentrated fruit, beautiful
mouthfeel, lovely developed notes.

 7     Cantina di Negrar Amarone della
Valpolicella Classico DOCG – Ripe 
dark fruit, chocolate, dates and figs, 
astounding value Amarone. 

 8     Château de Cruzeau Rouge -
Pessac Leognan – Incredible wine 
from Pessac Leognan, delicious now 
with aging potential.

 9     Cortese Organic Sabuci Cerasuolo
di Vittoria Classico – Only DOCG 
in Sicily. Cherries, berries, cocoa, 
leather and caramel. 

 10     Mandois Blanc de Blancs Brut
- An instant classic, a wonderful
vintage champagne, just try it.

Ten great wines for independents in just ten words. 

We asked a few of the team to guess the above wines based solely 
on the descriptions above. With a prize of our new Louis de Grenelle 
Cremant de Loire up for grabs. How did they get on?

It’s perhaps no surprise, or rather reassuring, that Emily Brighton, 
Technical Manager and MW in the making came joint top with 8/10. 
Joining her also with an impressive 8/10 was Dave Hanchet. Bravo!

James Halliday’s Wine Companion is 
the most comprehensive barometer of 
Australian wine each year. De Bortoli 
received an array of top awards in the 
2023 edition. Noble One 2020 was 
crowned Sweet White Wine of the Year. 
‘Perfectly ripe mango, orange blossom, 
brandy snaps, sugared almonds and 
persimmon’ all appeared in a long list 
of flavours. The judge’s conclusion? It 
will be “sensational with decades in the 
cellar.” Black Noble NV received a 
luscious 97 points. “Well designed, well 
executed and continues on and on.” 

In McLaren Vale winemaker Paxton 
proved their excellence with great 
Halliday ratings. Of note, the Paxton 
Graciano scored 93 points, while the 
new Paxton Sangiovese 2022 scored 
92 points.

Elsewhere Montgras’ 
Handcrafted range scored  
highlighly in Vinous magazine. The 
range which explores the potential of 
Chilean wine thought the prism of each 
of MontGras’ winemaker’s passion and 
creativity. The Garnacha 2022 
scored an impressive 93 points, 
whilst the Carignan 2022 and 
Cinsault 2022 scored 92 points.

10th & 11th 
November: 

Three Wine Men 
London

We’ll be joining Oz, Olly, 
Tim and Suzy with  

Laborie and MontGras.

Feliz Rioja
This November Rioja Wine UK are 

bringing back their Rioja Wine Month 
with a festive feel – Feliz Rioja and you 

could win £1000 towards Rioja wines! 
Retailers, wine bars and restaurants 
around the UK are invited to promote 

Rioja to consumers as a festive wine in 
the run up to Christmas. 

To participate or for more information 
contact Rioja@thisisphipps.com

7th March 2024: 
Save the date! 

North South Wines  
Portfolio Tasting 
2024 in London. 

Full details TBC. 

Awards & Press

Events

James Suckling 
tasted through 
the Cortese 
wines, picking 
out more than a 
few favourites. 
The “crunchy and 
crisp” Nerello 
Mascalese 
scored 93, with 
its sliced cherry 
and orange peel 
character. 

Doña Paula’s 
Selección de 
Bodega hit 
the high notes 
with Decanter, 
featuring in their 
top 20 High 
Altitude Malbecs. 
“Chalky and 
polished” this 
Malbec is pushing 
the boundaries 
of premium 
Argentine wine.

91 PTS.

CORTESE NERO D'AVOLA
SICILIA SENÍA 2020
Flattering sweet spices and walnut
characters with dark cherries and
strawberries. The juicy, medium-
bodied palate has a lot of crunchy,
spiced berry fruit on offer. Tannins
are fresh and soft. From organically
grown grapes. Drink now.
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