
Capsule
@NorthSouthWines northsouthwines_uk northsouthwines north-south-wines-uk

www.northsouthwines.co.uk North South Wines Limited. © Copyright 2022

An update from NSW

Happy New Year to you!  
As as we look ahead to a fresh 
year that is likely to bring with 
it a fresh set of challenges, it 
seems like a good moment to 
reflect on who we are, and what 
has helped shape the business 
over the last 8 years.

Unveiling our first  
Impact Report

A great 
bunch

We have always strived to do things 
differently and creating a business that was 
fit for the future was paramount. What started 
out with a focus on organics, driven by our 
winery shareholder The Wine People has 
now seen us seek BCorp certification. We felt 
BCorp provided us with a great framework to 
formalize our efforts and identify areas  
for improvement. 

Kim Wilson is our driving force. She set 
up the business in 2014 with a vision to 
do things differently and it is her spirit that 
has led the business to be what it is now.  
We are proud of our standing in the trade. 
Our reputation is built on integrity, honesty, 
tenacity, and a passion for what we do.

Alongside our winery shareholders - 
The Wine People, De Bortoli and Reh 
Kendermann - we have a range of authentic 
and almost entirely family-owned suppliers. 
We are committed to offering customers 
great quality and value and have a host 
of wines that retail at £10-£20. Stand out 

Our ambition is to continuously 
improve our sustainability across 
our business. With a supply 
chain network that stretches 
around the globe, we have 
worked with our stakeholders to 
set specific targets for reducing 
the key impacts as outlined 
in our very first Impact Report 
published last November. 
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ranges include Miopasso, Ventisquero 
Grey, KWV The Mentors and De Bortoli 
La Boheme. Recent additions to the range 
include Tohu, Vallformosa, Dona Paula, 
Cosme Palacio and Champagne Mandois. 

Sustainability is at the forefront of what we 
do. We know it is our responsibility as a 
business to make positive change.

We also pride ourselves on the service we 
offer. We leave no stone unturned and will 
always go the extra mile for our customers. 
Don’t just take our word for it though - we 
surveyed our customers to find out how  
well we were doing. 

4  97% of customers were satisfied with 
our overall service 

4  89% said they would recommend  
us to others.

Key themes which were frequently 
mentioned in answers were our great 
range and the value of it,  the excellence 
of our communication and service, and our 
relationships with customers. 

If we’ve whetted your appetite, we’d 
love to hear more from you. Email 
indiesnewsletter@northsouthwines.co.uk.

Sustainability 
matters

Join the conversation #Sustainabilitymatters

Targets include:

1.  Our Environmental Management 
System will be ISO 14001 certified  
by 2025.

2.  Electric Car Scheme – all the sales 
team to be on electric car scheme  
by 2025.

3.  By the end of 2025, 80% of our 
portfolio’s glass bottles, and cartons, 
will have +50% recycled content.

4.  In 2023 maintain a customer 
satisfaction score of >8/10 and a 
worker satisfaction score of >4.5/5

We submitted our BCorp application in July 
2022 which marks just the start of the journey. 
We look forward to sharing our progress 
along the way. 

If you want to know more, you can find our 
Impact Report on our website. 
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Every day drinkers

TIM CARLISLE
Head of On Trade & 
Independents / tim@
northsouthwines.co.uk
Dona Paula Riesling 
There isn’t much Riesling 
in Argentina, but on this 
evidence, there should 
be. Taut linear acidity, 
precision, and mineral 
drive across the palate 
with lime-scented fruit. 
Ventisquero Reserva 
Carmenère 
Bright and fresh red berry 
fruit, lovely ripeness and 
minerality, this is just how 
Carmenère should be. 
Leaves you wanting a 
second glass. 

DAVE HANCHET, 
National Account Manager 
/ dave.hanchet@
northsouthwines.co.uk
Santa Tresa Frappato 
Spumante Organic
Indigenous to Sicily, I 
often think of Frappato 
as southern Italy’s Pinot 
Noir. The nose is all fresh 
raspberries, and the palate 
is beautifully balanced with 
fine mousse and  
moreish acidity. 
Deen Vat Durif
You say Durif, I say Petite 
Sirah. Down Under, it’s 
the former - a much loved 
under-the-radar variety 
that De Bortoli pioneered 
in Riverina. This wine is 
big, rich, and generous 
- an ideal alternative for 
Shiraz and Malbec fans, 
especially when steak is 
on the menu.
 

GREIG WILSON
BDM Scotland & North / 
greig@northsouthwines.
co.uk
Miopasso Grillo 
Appassimento
Appassimento reds are a 
huge hit with consumers 
and this wine gives the 
dried grape treatment to 
the native Sicilian white 
variety. This ratchets up 
the ripe fruit flavours, 
which jump out of the 
glass with generous 
pineapple and mango fruit.
Paolo Leo Salice 
Salentino
Salice used to be on 
every Italian wine list in 
the UK and is overdue a 
comeback. This wine is 
always a hit – lots of ripe 
berry fruit, leather, and 
spice developed from 
bottle age, subtle tannins, 
and enough acidity to 
keep it fresh.

TOM BURKE
BDM North & Midlands / 
tom@northsouthwines.
co.uk
Weinhaus Schiefer 
Steillage Riesling
I cracked open a bottle of 
Schiefer Steillage recently 
and had forgotten how 
good it is. Classic Mosel 
character, mineral, zippy 
citrus notes, and a touch 
of residual - perfect for the 
Laksa I was cooking.
Te  Awanga  
Wildsong Syrah
Rosemary and garlic 
lamb chops. Creamy 
mash. Gravy (obviously). 
And a bottle of Wildsong 
Syrah? Herbal notes, 
dark fruit, cherry, cracked 
black pepper, spice, silky 
tannins. Yes, please!

JOE BARROW
BDM South / joe@
northsouthwines.co.uk
La Boheme Interlude 
Pinot Noir 
Winemaker Steve Webber 
describes the La Boheme 
range as “a bit of fun” 
but don’t underestimate 
the quality of this Yarra 
Pinot. Silky, perfumed, 
and versatile with stylish 
packaging – perfect bistro-
style wine for late lunches 
and early evenings.
Calçada Vinho Verde
It’s clear that Portugal 
is an area of growing 
excitement for retailer and 
consumer alike. I always 
make sure to have a bottle 
from Calçada in tow - their 
charismatic Vinho Verde 
offers strong stone fruit 
aromas, body, and a  
saline finish.

JAMES REINA
BDM South West / 
james@northsouthwines.
co.uk
Tohu Unoaked 
Chardonnay
Out with Mâcon, in with 
this Marlborough delight. 
Amazing fruity purity with 
ripe aromas of nectarine, 
melon, and bright citrus. 
Judicious lees ageing 
imbues luxurious texture 
and nutty complexity.
Vina Mayor Roble
For fans of fresher takes 
on robust classics. 
Fragrant and fruity Ribera, 
with a delicate lick of oak 
to add that comforting 
sweet spice.  

Whether you’re looking for a new by-the-glass option or a cheeky midweeker to 
recommend to customers, our team thinks the following bottles should be on your radar. 
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Heard on  
the grapevine 

60 Seconds with Tom Jones 
from the Whalley Wine Shop

The wine trade is constantly adjusting to 
‘new normals’, which makes predicting 
trends extremely challenging. Yet, that’s 
exactly what we asked our Indies sales team 
to do. Here are the insights they’ve gleaned 
from customer visits around the country.

Variety Show
Whilst the popularity of New Zealand Sauvignon 
Blanc is something we can all rely on, consumers 
with inquisitive palates will be seeking new thrills. 
So says James, who foresees customers subbing 
in Chilean Sauvignons to bridge the gap between 
adventure and familiarity. Tim believes the influence 
of a younger wine-drinking crowd prepared to 
experiment will see varieties such as Fiano, 
Pecorino, and Alvarinho gain more traction on 
shelves and wine lists.  

Burgunder pressure
The price of entry for Burgundy is only 
going in one direction, forcing many 
of our customers to look further 
afield. Luckily, there are New World 
alternatives waiting in the wings. Tom 
proffers Ventisquero’s elegant Grey 
Chardonnay from Casablanca Valley, 
whilst Dave regularly recommends 
De Bortoli’s Yarra Valley Block 
A5 Chardonnay because it gives 
mid-level Burgundy a run for its 
money. Both wines employ traditional 
Burgundian techniques, such as lees ageing 
and battonage.

Grab the bulles by the horns
Greig believes this trend is not limited to Burgundy. 
Small harvests, rising prices, and allocation 
issues will necessitate diversification of lists and 
see people branching out to smaller Champagne 
houses. Being a ninth-generation family-run 
grower with over 90% of their vineyards organically 
certified, Mandois is one special outfit. Their elegant 
range of wines includes a mesmeric vintage Blanc 
de Blancs and the glorious 2012 Cuvée Victor, which 
enjoys a massive 9 years on lees.

How long have you been working 
with NSW? Since 2019.
What do you like about working 
with NSW? The portfolio covers a 
broad range of countries and has 
excellent value offerings allowing 
larger orders to be built easily. Plus, 
the service we get from Tom is 
second to none!
Is there anything that makes NSW 
stand out as a supplier? The ethos 
we pick up from NSW is that they’re 

not just interested in selling to us 
short term but genuinely interested 
in building a long-term trading 
relationship by investing time  
and support.
Favourite range from the 
portfolio? KWV Mentors are 
absolute standouts for us, punching 
well above their price tag.
Favourite wine? Born 503 from 
60yo Grenache vines is a superb 
rosé with food and a great antidote 

to the abundance of fairly neutral 
Provence rosés out there.
Is there one wine that your 
customers particularly love?  
We sell Fresita Sparkling Strawberry 
all year round - a bestseller for years.
Which regions excite you at the 
moment? Portugal is chronically 
undervalued and offering real gems - 
we will be looking through the  
NSW Portuguese range in 2023  
for sure.

Nestled in the Ribble Valley, The Whalley Wine Shop started 
trading in 2010. Multiple awards and an adjoining wine bar have 
followed, and today Whalley is considered one of the best indie 
retailers in the country.

Swing Low 
Alongside an understandable focus 
on value, Greig also predicts 2023 
will see continued growth for No & 
Low. The market is maturing, the 
bottles are slicker and taste better 
than ever. Our new 0% agency, Alt., 
has hit the ground running. With 
94 & 98 IWSC point scores, and 
both 75cl and 20cl formats, they 
are already working very well in the 
on-trade, particularly in single serve, 
with venues looking to take cash 
margin to encourage trial  
from customers.
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“Never make predictions, 
especially about the future” 
Casey Stengel Manager,  
New York Mets



What.ten.wordsPress & Awards

De Bortoli’s stickies have 
fans the world over, so it’s 
not altogether surprising 
to see the Deen Vat 
Botrytis Semillon crop up 
in Decanter’s World’s Best 
Sweet Wines. They praised 
the ‘complex bouquet of 
nutty barrel notes’  with 
‘vanilla botrytis flavours’ – at 
around £10 (half bottle) it’s 
an absolute snip.

 1     Mandois Brut Origine NV:  
Organic focussed, family  
owned, Grower Champagne.  
What’s not to like?

 2     De Bortoli Deen Vat 5 Botrytis Semillon 
2018: Masters of Aussie stickies  
present honeyed, peach and 
nectarine loveliness

 3     KWV The Mentors Grenache  
Blanc 2020: Gold medal winner abounds  
with character in Semillon Riesling mould

 4   Ventisquero Grey Sauvignon  
Blanc 2020: Highly complex  
and saline Sauvignon from the  
arid Atacama Valley 

 5    Vallformosa Organic Cava NV:  
Reserva level, sensational  
Spanish sparkling, two years’  
lees, appley zing

 6     Paxton Queen of the Hive 2020:  
Organic and biodynamic but  
classically framed. Berries,  
spice, elegance, class.

 7      Cantina di Negrar Valpolicella  
Ripasso 2020: Historic co-op  
and inventors of Amarone  
– baby brother over delivers

 8     Cosme Palacio Rioja Reserva  
Blanco 2018: Drinking  
beautifully, classy oak and  
elegant fruit. Don’t over chill.

 9    Azienda Agricola Cortese  
Vanedda Bianco 2019:  
Uses amphora and skin contact  
to create gorgeous, textured beauty

 10     Painted Wolf Guillermo Pinotage  
2019: Drink well whilst  
supporting conservation –  
rich, dark fruit, spicy tannins.

Doña Paula takes to the stage
New to our range in Autumn 2022, Doña Paula 
is a dynamic producer based in the heart of 
Mendoza. This wonderful winery acquired their 
first vineyard in 1997 in Ugarteche, Luján de 
Cuyo. This is prime Malbec country and Doña 
Paula set their sights on terroir expression from 
the outset. They have subsequently added a 
further 3 estates in different areas of the Uco 
Valley, setting themselves up for longevity 
and consistency. Each vineyard is situated at 
altitude, ranging between 950 and 1350m, with 
great attention paid to their specific terroir and 
creating wines true to their place of origin.

Director of Viticulture and Oenology Martín 
Kaiser has played an instrumental role in 
developing Doña Paula’s emblematic vineyards, 
conducting a comprehensive “Terroir in Focus” 
research programme exploring the influence of 
weather and soil on Malbec. He was awarded 
“Viticulturist of the Year” in Tim Atkin MW’s 2020 
Argentina Special Report.

Join Martin Kaiser on 8th February for a virtual 
tasting of Doña Paula wines with Graham 
Holter and the Wine Merchant, including the 
highly lauded and limited production Seleccion 
de Bodega. To register your interest contact 
Charlotte@winemerchantmag.com. 

Ten great wines for independents in just ten words. 

A panoply of indigenous grapes and an 
accommodating climate means Sicily’s organic 
offerings are so hot right now. Cortese’s 
Nostru range has featured regularly with the 
Catarratto Lucido wowing wine writers with its 
generous mouthfeel and delicate herbal and 
baking spice aromas. 

How do you make the 
ultimate Malbec? That 
was the question posed by 
Martín Kaiser, Doña Paula‘s 
Director of Winemaking, 
during his Drinks Business 
masterclass. Kaiser has left 
no stone unturned, exploring 
the influence of altitude, soil 
type, water stress, micro-
vinification, and maceration 
techniques on the creation 
of world-class Malbec. Doña 
Paula showed their workings 
with a stunning vertical tasting 
of Selección de Bodega.
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