
ISSUE #1, JAN 2022Capsule
@NorthSouthWines northsouthwines_uk northsouthwines north-south-wines-uk

www.northsouthwines.co.uk North South Wines Limited. © Copyright 2022

An update from NSW

As we head into a brand new year, will you be looking to freshen up your range or bring in new lines after a tough two years of 
trading? We are committed to sourcing quality, great value wines whilst championing great business practices, so with that in 
mind we’ve selected our top picks for by the glass options and great value wines that will fly off the shelf in the year ahead.

Bring in the new year with a new 
lease of life on your wine list

Italy – eye catching classics
The Cantina di Negrar Cooperative, in the heart of 
Valpolicella, are the only winery to have vineyards 
in all 5 communes. Direct access to grapes gives 
them a competitive advantage both in terms of 
quality and price. This is particularly evident in 
this single varietal pair drawing on the regions 
most famous grapes – Soave’s Garganega and 
Amarone’s Corvina. Superbly packaged these 
make a great addition to any wine list or shelf. 
The Sordo family have been creating iconic  
wines for more than 100 years. Paola Sordo Gavi 
DOCG is Giorgio Sordo’s latest release in honour 
of his daughter Paola. Made from Cortese grown 
on family-owned vineyards, this is exactly how 
Gavi should be – fresh, green apple and a hint  
of blossom. 
Miopasso from The Wine People showcases 
Southern Italy’s indigenous varietals at their 
best. The range make for a vibrant addition 
to any list. TWP wines have fast established 
themselves as experts in Appassimento style 
wines, so Miopasso’s Grillo and Nero d’Avola 
Appassimentos are a fitting addition to the range. 

Limestone expressions
Finding good value and decent quality 
Pinot Noir is a tall ask, but we have 
been thrilled with the recent addition 
of Kendermann’s Weinhaus Terra 
Quarter Pinot Noir. This lush and 
velvety wine hails from the Pfalz region, 
where the soils are rich in limestone 
and their great water retaining qualities 
and easy nutrient uptake allows for 
the production of well-balanced wines. 
Also, from the ‘Kalstein’ soils of Pfalz, 
Weinhaus Kalkstein Riesling – an 
elegant, minerally and dry wine with 
pleasing acidity. 

Southern  
Hemisphere value
KWV is one of South Africa’s 
leading wine and spirit 
producers. KWV’s The 
Vinecrafter range are modern 
style single varietal wines that 
offer great bang for buck. 
From one of our more recent 
recruits, Ventisquero, the 
Clasico range are made from 
family-owned and sustainably 
farmed estates in Chile’s 
Central Valley.

Food friendly crowd pleasers
The Willowglen range from De Bortoli is a diverse range offering Australian 
staples, 0% and Sparkling Brut all under one brand. With the eye-catching label 
designs and commercial styles this range has a modern appeal. The standout 
within the range is Gewurztraminer Riesling which is a great match to Asian 
food. Also, the 0% alcohol duo are a really credible alcohol free alternative, 
made using the Sigmatec technology which allows for alcohol removal without 
aroma or flavour loss. 

Green shoots
The organic category has been 
growing for several years now 
and consumers are increasingly 
aware about what they eat 
and drink leading to a real 
acceleration within the category. 
Wine is now vying for top spot 
in terms of growth with the 
multiple grocers in the last 3 
years. (Soil Association Market 
Report 2021). We expect this 
growth to continue across  
the market.
The Wine People’s organic 
Sicilian range Fedele is 
produced with minimal 
intervention. Each is made with 
indigenous varietals, and is a 
fantastic example of its type, 
demonstrating true Sicilian 
character. The range includes 
Bianco, Rosso, Catarratto Pinot 
Grigio, Rose and Nero d’Avola. 

New listsNEW

Welcome to first edition of Capsule, our new quarterly newsletter. We’ll be keeping you up to date with all things 
NSW – We hope you enjoy the read! Don’t forget to turn to P.4 for our reader quiz – a bottle of wine is up for grabs!  



Dispatches 
from Down  
Under
Steve Webber is cautiously optimistic. 
It’s a nervous wait for flowering and fruit 
set but if all goes well and they get the 
mild summer that’s predicted it should 
be a terrific vintage. 

This year marks the next phase of Pinot 
Noir at De Bortoli with new clones 
coming into full production. The likes of 
Pommard and Abel are suited to warmer 

sites and create beautifully 
perfumed styles. This forms 
part of a wider business 
vision of growing grapes for 
purpose, focussing on quality 
and developing  
iconic vineyards.

Asked which wines deliver 
pride and excitement, Steve 
highlights Melba Amphora 
(Decanter Gold). Yarra 
Cabernet is one to watch 
as winemakers adopt new 
approaches in the vineyard 
and winery. Fermenting and 
maturing in clay is a  
perfect example. 

Across the border in McLaren 
Vale, Brian Lamb and Paxton 
wines are gearing up for an 
“elegant” vintage. 

Paxton’s vine material 
befits their location with 
Shiraz, Grenache, and 
Mataro (Mourvèdre) sitting 
alongside Tempranillo and 
Graciano. The latter is 
seldom seen as a single 
varietal wine, but it’s taken to 
the soils beautifully, creating 
medium bodied wines with 
lifted aromatics of rhubarb 
and white pepper. 

The relationship between 
Grenache and McLaren Vale 
continues to blossom, James 
Halliday identifying the 
region’s examples as the best 
in Australia. Paxton’s Thomas 
Block vineyard produces 
exuberant Grenache with 
poise and freshness.

All eyes were on the world’s 
leaders at last year’s Cop26 
conference and the climate 
debate has never been so 
hot. So, with sustainability 
front of mind we’ve 
highlighted a few changes 
some of our wineries have 
made to do their bit. There is 
no planet B. 

Vallformosa
For Cava expert Vallformosa, sustainability is 
embedded in their business. They recycle 91% 
of production waste, 99% of compost is reused, 
and 100% of their energy derives from renewable 
energy resources. They are increasingly using 
more organic grapes in their production – currently 
30% of their vineyards are organic, and nearly 50% 
of purchased grapes are organic. 

Scheid
You don’t need to even set foot on the Scheid 
Family Winery to feel their commitment. It’s clearly 
visible from afar, standing 120m high. The Scheid 

One trick pony? 
Not NZ
With Marlborough Sauvignon 
currently in short supply and the 
2022 vintage looking like it will 
deliver equal difficulties, we look 
at some firm favourites from our 
New Zealand stable. 
TOHU is an exciting Maori-
owned producer who puts the 
land at the forefront of everything 
it does. They know they must 
take care of their people and 

protect the land for generations to come, and 
even have a word for it; Kaitiakitanga. 
Manaaki Awatere Valley Pinot Gris 
2020 – From the smaller of the two sub regions 
within Marlborough, this is a richly textured fruit 
driven wine, with notes of fresh quince and crisp 
apple and a touch of sweet spice. 
Manaaki Unoaked Chardonnay, 
Marlborough 2018  - This double silver 
medal (IWSC and IWC) winning Chardonnay has 
spent extended time on the lees and malolactic 
fermentation giving complex nutty butterscotch 
notes which are combined fresh notes peach  
and tropical fruit with subtle creaminess and  
great length.

Whenua Matua Single Vineyard 
Chardonnay 2020 – The Whenua Matua 
‘significant land’ is Tohu’s vineyard located in 
the Upper Moutere region of Nelson. Here the 
changing slopes and orientations of these  
sun-drenched vineyards lend 
themselves to the complexities of 
winemaking. Ripe stone-fruit and citrus 
peel characteristics meet in a richly 
textured Nelson Chardonnay. Subtle 
hints of hazelnut, flint and spicy French 
Oak. Decanter 2021 Best in Show and 
rightly so.
TE AWANGA – Cult winemaker 
Rod McDonald is the man behind 
the Wildsong wines. The vineyards, 
some of Hawke’s Bay’s oldest, enjoy 
a geographical and climatic diversity 
which allows a range of varietals to 
thrive. Organic viticulture creates wines 
that truly taste like where they come 
from, and Rod focuses on building  
as much health and uniqueness into  
the ecosystem. 
Wildsong Pinot Gris 2019 - 
The pretty label highlights the flora that 
grows between the rows. A textured 
wine, which exudes pear, lychee, and 
quince, muddled with loquat, almond 
and nectarine and a balanced, dry finish.

wind turbine generates 1.85 
megawatts of electricity, 
enough for all of Scheid’s 
winery and bottling operations 
and 122 homes nearby. They 
have recently converted 1500 
acres to organic and over the 
last 30 years have invested 
over $400k to college/high 
school scholarships. 

Kono
Maori-owned Kono live by a 500-year plan. 
Their tikanga (way of doing things) provides the 
touchstone for how they act now, and in the future. 
‘Whenua Ora’ is the company’s land, water and 
wellness program. 60% of their vineyards (71 
hectares) are farmed regeneratively and nearly 
16% are organic. Biodiversity is paramount – 
they improve soil health through inter row and 
under-vine cover crops, reducing the area of bare 
soils or mown grass between rows and enhance 
and conserve the natural environment through 
increasing riparian planting, native shelter belts  
and corridors.

Sustainability matters
Join the conversation #Sustainabilitymatters

North South Wines Limited. © Copyright 2021
www.northsouthwines.co.uk



Dry January
Our journey into No/Low started at the end of 2016 with 
the launch of our first alcohol free brand. At the time, we 
just had to follow our gut feeling and took a gamble  
on a whole production! We were sure about one thing 
only: the product was delicious, looked good and our 
friends would buy it. These have been our listing criteria 
since then! 
What was a niche movement for the health conscious 
was amplified by the pandemic and growth accelerated 
massively since 2019 with sales of No/Low drinks 
increasing by 27% last year (Nielsen October 2021). 
Over the last two years, the category has become part of 
people’s drinking repertoire and accordingly, our No/Low 
portfolio has grown.
Yes, Gen Z and Millennials kickstarted the trend and 
helped 0.0% drinks to get out of thevery drab weight 
loss ghetto they were stuck in, but older generations are 
now on it too. Our latest Kantar data shows that Belle & 
Co.’s strongest shoppers age groups are empty nesters 
and retirees (Kantar October 2021). No/Low wine is the 
second fastest category (+26.9%) behind spirits and 
accounts for 28% of value share of 
sales (Nielsen October 2021).
Wine merchants do not always 
respond well to Dry January, it can 
be seen as an encouragement 
to move away from alcohol. 
We think we should embrace it 
and encourage shoppers to try 
something different and create a 
buzz in store at an otherwise quiet 
trading time.
In fact, only a few people who are 
into No/Low wines are teetotallers, 
most of them still drink alcohol but 
are looking to curb their intake.
They will look at drinking fewer units 
per week, choosing an ‘off night’ 
during the week or simply stopping 
altogether for a certain amount of 
time. 
At NSW, we see it as a strength 
to have both alcoholic and non-
alcoholic options to sell. It just 
means we can cater for different 
needs of the same shopper. More 
than a trend, this is a new way of 
living. It’s a matter of if you can’t beat them, join them!
There are still a lot of un-tapped opportunities and growth 
potential in the No/Low arena that retailers, wholesalers 
and On Premises can look into:

•  No/Low are a great addition to mocktails or low 
proof cocktails. As we know home making cocktails 
has been a big 2020-21 trend and considering the 
number of cocktail trolleys featured on Instagram last 
Christmas, this is here to stay!

•  Currently 89% of No/Low products are consumed after 
6 pm (ISWR 2021) which shows that the lunchtime 
drinking occasion is not being serviced.  
If you are having a juicy steak or a fish & chips for 
lunch, a good quality No/Low wine would still be  
your best pairing to enhance the food and have a clear 
head for the rest of the day.

•  A 2021 IWSR report showed that 61% of  
consumers were intending to discover new No/Low 
alcohol brands in 2021 – demonstrating  
a real appetite from the overall consumer to explore 
the category at a deeper level. The 2021 growth we 
have experienced in our No/Low ranges proves that 
more people are curious about the category.

Why No/Low wine is an opportunity  
and not a threat!

Saying this, in order to reap the benefits  
of No/Low, a retailer will have to do more  
than just plonking bottles at the bottom of a  
shelf (as we see in many stores!). It needs to  
be an exciting area that people could feel  
drawn to. Think bright POS, a rotation of  
weird and wonderful drinks such as sparkling  
kombucha and hard seltzers but also a carefully  
chosen selection of No/Low still and sparkling  
wines that the staff have tried and bought into. 
We have great alcohol-free options, from Sparkling 
alternatives such as Vallformosa 0.0% (the big winner on 
our stand at last year No2Low show) that people could 
drink at a casual gathering to the Willowglen 0.0% duo 
produced by De Bortoli. These are probably the best 
alcohol free still wines we have tasted so far and are 
great for a foodie occasion. In the lower ABV category 
we recently launched the fantastically cheerful, and very 
Insta friendly ‘Sunny with a chance of flowers’ range - by 
Californian producer Scheid - which is perfect to ease 
people into the ‘drink less but better’ state of mind.

At NSW we believe the No/Low category 
will grow and is here to stay. Delivering on 
quality is non-negotiable, merchandising 
paramount and, crucially, this should not be 
treated simply as a box ticking exercise.  
What was a ‘distress’ purchase  
before (I am buying this  
because I’m pregnant or  
driving) has definitely  
changed to a ‘reward’  
purchase and, therefore,  
consumers’ expectations  
are higher than  
ever before! 

61% 
of consumers were 

intending to discover 
new No/Low alcohol 

brands in

2021
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Cover 
Crop

New estate 
bottled Malbec 
joins the fold
Malbado is a brooding Malbec  
with serious shelf standout.
On paper, Malbec vines should have never grown in such harsh 
conditions in this Lujan de Cuyo site and for a while they did not. 
Malbado means ‘evil’ and refers to the scorching heat, freezing 
nights, egg size Summer hail and even extreme Zonda winds. It was 
only through sheer hard work and perseverance from viticulturists 
that grapes were finally produced.  

The resulting Malbec is intense, ink dark and full of bramble and black 
fruits flavours. A rebel wine born out of a fight!

Malbado Malbec, Lujan du Cuyo, Argentina. RRP £14.99

Glorioso Reserva 2016
Here’s a rioja for which I’d willingly pay full price.  
The texture is cushiony, it smells of ripe  
strawberries with redcurrants and there’s a  
satisfying chewiness, woven through with spicy  
flavours that come from the French oak in which  
it was matured.
Victoria Moore, The Telegraph,  
7th October 2021

Vina Mayor  
Crianza 2018 
91 Tim Atkin Ribera del 
Duero report 2018
Produced by Bodegas Palacio 
and made by Spain’s only female 
Master of Wine, Almudena 
Alberca, this Crianza combines 
notes of red and black fruit 
intertwined with light notes of 
toast. It’s fresh and juicy on  
the palate but with a full  
flavoured finish.

Coral Ethical Wine 
2020 DB Green Awards  
– Best Green Launch 
Category Winner
The Coral de Peñascal is rosé 
with a purpose. Their mission 
is to plant 10 million corals to 
recover more than 600,000sq 
metres of reef. Drinks Business 
recognised the importance of 
Coral’s cause and effective 
execution of a consumer 
campaign aimed at a millennial 
audience. In the glass, it’s ideal 
aperitif material with peach, 
apricot, and notes of grapefruit.

Our selection of the latest crop of award winners

The latest best of the press

Whenua Matua 
Single Vineyard 
Chardonnay 2018
Decanter 2021  
Best in Show
NZ Chardonnay is quietly making a 
name for itself. Decanter describes 
this as “fresh and percussive on 
the nose, with a struck match of 
flintlock character than is almost 
more reminiscent of the Loire 
than Burgundy…some salt and 
chalk dust notes misting the pastel 
drawn apple and pear fruits; look 
out for a nori seaweed finish too.” 

Perold Tributum 
2017 Platinum Medal 
Decanter – 97 points, 
Platter 5*, Tim Atkin 
A Platinum medal at the Decanter 
Wine Awards (97 points) and 
5* Platter rating are testament 
to the quality of fruit and skill of 
winemaker Izele van Blerk. Boldly 
aromatic, with ripe notes of plum, 
sour cherry and hint of black 
pepper. The palate is structured 
with juicy tannins and velvety 
mouthfeel. A fitting tribute to the 
creator of Pinotage. 

Melba Amphora  
Cabernet  
Sauvignon 2019 
Decanter Gold – 95 points
The Melba Amphora marks a 
new winemaking frontier for 
Steve Webber and his team. 
The Cabernet is sourced from 
De Bortoli’s “Melba” vineyard 
at Dixons Creek in the Yarra. 
Handpicked and destemmed 
into 1,000L Amphoras, the wine 
spends a whole 150 days on 
skins before pressing. Haunting, 
ethereal, autumnal and the 
silkiest of tannins. 

Pick of the bunch

KWV The Mentors Chenin 
Blanc, Swartland 2020
This is fresh, vivid, and intense with a mandarin 
and lime edge to rich pear and peach fruit. It’s 
a complex, layered wine with the emphasis on 
bright, expressive fruit, with trademark Chenin 
bright acidity as well as some riper pear and 
baked apple notes, and then finishing with 
orange peel and lemons. Lovely stuff. 94/100
Jamie Goode, Wine Anorak,  
11th December 2021

Santa Tresa Cerasuolo  
di Vittoria 2018
“…a riot of fruit on the palate: dried cherries,  
balsamic-drenched blueberries, wild strawberries.  
Rose petals layer over kalamata olive notes, black 
pepper over red-bush tea and thyme. The tannins 
are subtle, like a velvet sash. Scrumptiously fresh,  
and yet with incredible complexity, especially  
for a wine that sells for under £12.
Tamyln Curran – Jancisrobinson.com,  
3rd December 2021

Reader Quiz
For your chance to win one of our Cover Crop 
wines answer the following questions:
At Scheid Family Wines, how many nearby homes are powered by  
their windturbine?
How much is the No/Low wine category growing by?
Send your answers to: Chris.Druitt@northsouthwines.co.uk by 31st January.
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